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From The Witness. 
THE PLOUGHMAN OF KILMANY. 


For the encouragement of the lowly, and 
above all for the glory of Him who uses the 
‘weak things,” we gather a few facts from the 
life and labors of Alexander Paterson, widely 
known as ‘* the ploughman of Kilmany.’”’ His 
father was a humble weaver. Alexander re- 
ceived a very limited education ; for the pov- 
erty of the family rendered it necessary that 
he should find employment at a very early age 
with a farmer whose son Robert will be men- 
tioned in this brief sketch. . 

Kilmany is most widely known as the parish 
in which Dr. Chalftiers began his career as a 
minister ot “the»Gospel. For some years he 
preached there while he was yet an unregener- 
ate man. One day after his conversion he 
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'of their letters are preserved. 





No. 43. 
preached from John iii. 16; and under this 
sermon both Alexander Paterson and Pobert 
Edie were convinced of sin. After their con- 
version, they became united in a tender friend- 
ship, and to the end of life were true yoke- 
fellows. 

The unmarried ploughmen on the farms of 
Scotland commonly take their food and sleep 
in an apartment destitute of almost every com- 
fort, called a ‘‘ Bothy.’’ In one of these places, 
surrounded by coarse and profane men, 
Alexander began to bear witness to the name 
of Jesus. One morning he rose early to read 
his Bible, and one of the most profane awoke 
and called upon him to read aloud. The 
reading of that chapter was the means of the 
salvation of the thoughtless sinner who called for 


g {it ; and this was the first of many to whom Alex- 


ander’s faithful testimony was blessed. He spent 
many years in such disadvantageous positions, 


s2/during which time he established Sabbath- 
3/ schools and prayer-meetings to which the peo- 


ple flocked ; and fruits of them, we are told, 
still survive. 

When Dr. Chalmers had removed to a large 
church in Glasgow, and had become the most 
popular preacher of his day, he still kept up a 
correspondence with the ploughman. Many 
We quetc 2 few 
sentences from one of Alexander’s: ‘‘I feel 
great joy and peace in believinzgon Him who has 
plucked me out of the hands of the devil, 
whose willing servant I was. How blessed to 
feel the Spirit witnessing with our spirit that we 
are the children of God! I can ih some measure 
say that Iam dead with Christ; nevertheless I 
live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. My life 
is hid with Christin God. I know that when He 
shall appear, I shall appear with Him in glory. 
O, the love of Christ! it passeth knowledge.” 
Thus sustained, this humble servant of Christ, 
amid oppressive bodily labors, continued to fill 
up his leisure hoursin truly evangelical service 
for fourteen years, during which he was being 
trained for a wider field of usefulness. 

Dr. Chalmers removed to Edinburgh in 1827, 


| having been appointed Professor of Theology 
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in the University. His sympathies were 
greatly moved by the multitude of outcast 
families who crowded the alleys of that city. 
Dr. Chalmers at once thought of Alexander 
Paterson, and sent his friend Robert Edie to 
propose the service to him. R. Edie found 
him in his poor home, worn with excessive 
toil, and told him what God had opened be- 
fore him. Inviting as the prospect was to such 
a man, it was a solemn question with him, 
Was he called of God to it? The two friends 
spent the evening in prayer and consultation. 
At last Robert Edie said, ‘‘ The Lord is calling 
you. Remember, it is His business to send 
His own servants.” 

‘* Yes,”’ said Alexander, ‘‘but I am but a 
child ; 1 can not speak.” 

R. Edie opened the Bible and read: ‘‘ The 
Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for 
thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and 
whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.’ 


Late in the evening the question was decided; 
and very soon afterward Dr. Chalmers had the 


You made me out the greatest sinner in the 
Canongate.”’ 

‘« My friend,” said the missionary, ‘I don’t 
remember ever seeing you before.” 

‘Never saw me before! you never took 
your eye off me for a moment. You might 
have come and told me by myself; bunt to do 
it before all those people—it was too bad.” 

A crowd gathered around, and he was glad 
to propose to acompany her to her home, 
‘« This,’’ she said to her husband, as they 

| entered, ‘*is the man that so exposed me last 
night.”’ 

‘¢ But is what I said true ?”’ 

| ‘¢]t was all true; and unless the neighbors 
had told you, you never could have known it.” 

‘« But tell me what struck you most.” 

‘¢ You said I was a liar, and I am a liar.” 

‘¢ What kind of a life have you been living.” 

| ‘¢Oh! I have been leading a very bad life 
—making my bread by fortune-telling, and 
that’s just telling lies. ” 

‘¢Tt was not my word, but God’s word, and 


happiness of seeing his old friend engaged in| He knows your every thought.” And then he 
the very work for which the Lord had peculiar- |Tead Rev. xxi. 8, and other passages which 
ly fitted him. The people among whom he| Warned her of the sinner’s doom. He then 


labored were grossly ignorant, and many of 
them very depraved ; but, from the first, the 
Lord opened up his way, and gave him access 
to them. ‘The Lord,’’ he writes, ‘‘ seems 
to go before and pave the way. He inclines 
these very sinners to hear the message of sal- 
vation ; it is wonderful how the Lord binds 
them down, and gives the hearing ear. Oh! 
that He would make His word like fire, and 
like a hammer that will break these rocks in 
pieces.” Nor was it long till the power of 
that word was displayed. 

His labors were incessant and exhausting. 
Beside daily visits from doer to door, it was 
his custom to hold little meetings, often two 
or three in the course of a single day, to which 
he invited the families residing in the tenement- 
house just visited. ‘‘ There are many fearful 
places I go to,”’ he writes to his friend. ‘*Oh! 
what wretchedness and misery I see. They 
allow me to read the Bible to them, they seem 
to listen to it, and they attend the meetings 
very well.’’ It was not mere novelty that 
attracted the people; for, during the entire 
period of his labors, the ploughman’s meetings 
were almost invariably crowded. 


| pointed her to the Saviour of sinners. 

‘¢ But will. He save such a wretch as me?” 
‘she asked in agony. ‘*On! Iam a great sin- 
‘ner. And O Jimie!’’ she added, turning to 
|her husband, *‘ you’re no better than me. I 
| doubt we’ll both be cast into hell.’’ 

“It really does not look well,’”’ said the 
husband, evidently alarmed. ‘The missionary 
| opened his Bible, and read the gracious tidings 
| of a Saviour. 

From that day the woman gave up her for- 
tune-telling, and with her husband, became a 
regular attendant of the meetings. The hus- 
band lived for some years, giving marked 
evidence of his interest in Christ. ‘* We lived 
a sad life of sin,’’ he used to say; ‘* but since 
that, we have had great peace and comfort, 
'even when we have had little to eat, for that 
| little had God’s blessing with it.’”” The woman 
|died many years after, ‘¢a manifest trophy of 
sovereign grace.” 

Instances were continually occurring which 
proved the telling efficacy of Alexander Pater- 
son’s earnest, heart-deep words. With great 
|simplicity of faith he directed his own eyes, 
and the eyes of all to whom he wrote or spoke, 





The interesting narratives in his journals and ,2Way from self and its doings and frames, to 
letters would filla volume. ‘‘O sir! who has| Christ alone. ‘Oh! what a goodly heritage, 
told you about me?” was the question|he writes, ‘‘have they who have Christ for 
frequently addressed to him as he was leaving |their portion, and how happy are they who 
some meeting where the word of God had |love Him most and serve Him best! What a 
pierced the guilty heart. ‘You're one of| glorious Master is Jesus Christ !” 
the impudentest fellows I ever met with,” said) Amid many trials and great joy he continued 
an old woman to him one Monday morning, | his labors for a quarter of a century, when his 
abruptly seizing him by the arm, as he was|health began to fail. Toward the close he 
going down the Canongate, a precinct of the| wrote, ‘‘I believe the Lord is blessing His own 
city. ‘Such a time as you had last night !/sweet word to many. My meetings were never 
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better attended. The Sabbath evening meet- 
ings are crowded to the door,” 

One night, two young men called at his 
house and asked him to go and see a man in 
great distress. Worn out by the day’s labors, 
he accompanied them to a miserable hovel, and 
there found a man, stretched on a pallet of 
straw, in the last stage of cholew. It was a 
trying visit, for the man was in despair and 
died without hope. Not long afterward Alex- 
ander Paterson was seized with the terrible 
malady. Contrary to all expectation, he was 
raised up; but the attack left him enfeebled, 
though for some time he attempted to continue 
his labors. 

About this time he was further depressed by 
the death of his life long friend Robert Edie, 
who, after closing a prayer-meeting, suddenly 
fainted, and died in about ten minutes without 
a struggle. In 1851, Alexander Paterson 
caught typhus fever while visiting a poor fam- 
ily. When he lay down, he said to his wife: 

-“ This is death: if I should be delirious, and 
be led to say any thing which might make you 
doubt about my state, never mind; it is all 
settled with me long ago. ‘I know in whom 
I have believed.’” Those who loved him 
were spared any such pain. Though his suf- 
ferings were most acute, his mind was never 
disturbed. He expired on December 2gth, 


1851, saying in a low whisper: ‘‘ Thanks be to 
God, who giveth me the victory through my 


Lord Jesus Christ.’’ To the poor people of 
his district his death seemed like that of a 
father ; and long after, they would weep at the 
mention of his name as if the bereavement had 
occurred but yesterday. 


er 


OUR LONDON LETTER. 


At our Meeting for Sufferings on the 4th of 
Fifth month, a letter was received from our 
friends in Madagascar, in acknowledgment of 
one sent by the meeting a few months ago. 
At last accounts the island was pretty quiet, 
but the threatening aspect of affairs still con- 
tinued. The Ambassadors intend starting from 
England in two days time by the ‘‘’Taymouth 
Caske,’”’ on their return home. Their visit to 
Europe and America has heen productive of 
much good, even if the primary object of con- 
ciliating the French Government has failed. 

A short minute was made expressive of 
thankfulness for the late decision of the 
‘House of Commons, on the 26th ult. against 
the principle of the Contagious Diseases Acts. 
In this cause J. Staasfeld has labored for many 
years, at no small sacrifice of personal position ; 
acopy of our minute is to be forwarded to him. 
These Acts have been a fruitful source of con- 
troversy ever since they were ‘‘shuffled ”’ 
through Parliament years ago. It is confident- 
ly stated by those in authority that their opera- 
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tion has lessened disease, more especially 
amongst soldiers and sailors. But the principle 
of the Acts, which involves the recognition 
and regulation, indeed almost the license, of 
vice, has been strongly protested against on 
moral and gligious grounds. Our own Society, 
with small "exception, has sympathized with 
this view, and the Meeting for Sufferings has, 
from year to year, petitioned the House of 
Commons against the Acts. A conference 
upon the subject was held a few months ago, 
on our central premises in London, and this 
tended very much to organize and consolidate 
the movement on the part of religious pro- 
fessors. And so at last a large majority in the 
Commons has expressed its disapproval of the 
compulsory character of the Acts—such 
character being in effect the keystone of 
their practical working. After this decision 
there is little doubt that they will become 
a dead letter, and probably some time hence 
will quietly be removed from the Statute 
Book. The grave moral question is, however, 
not settled; these enactments removed, this 
great evil of our large towns cries yet more 
loudly to us, for redress, and it is earnestly to 
be desired that means may be found for lessen- 
ing vices which we dare not regulate, and for 
which we ought not to make provision by law. 
The maintenance of bodies of men in com- 
parative idleness as a standing army, and the 
neglected and low estate of the sailor class, ave 
potent causes, but far from the only ones, of 
the evil. 

An Epistle was sent to the approaching 
Yearly Meeting at Stavanger, Norway. Reports 
from the Printing Committee and from Friends’ 
Anti-slavery Fund were sent forward to our 
Yearly Meeting ; the former showed very little 
effort in circulating books and publications ; 
the latter dwelt on the paramount responsi- 
bility England had acquired in Egypt, and the 
need of arousing the public mind for the sup- 
pression of slavery in that country, and of the 
slave trade in the interior provinces. 


Some allusion was made to another decision 
arrived at by Parliament on the preceding 
night, when the Affirmation Bill was rejected 
by.a majority of three votes in a very full 
house. This is a difficult subject, and one upon 
which some good men feel strongly, though 
divergently. The association with Bradiaugh, 
the fact that the immediate aim of the bill is 
the admission into the House of an avowed 
atheist, and the fact, too, that the proposed 
change in the law would seem to abolish the 
public recognition of God on the part of 
members entering the house, these facts have 
induced many earnest men, who are zealous 
for the cause of their Master, urgently to pro- 
test against the bill. There are a few in our 
Society who feel thus. On the other hand it 
seems to many of us to be in consonance with 
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the old traditions of religious liberty so dear 
to our fathers, and, what is of more account, 
in consonance with the true spirit of the gospel, 
to impose no test, no form of words, compell- 
Ing one to acknowledge the existence of God, 
in civil matters. Our own Socjety in this 
country has long enjoyed the pivilege of a 
simple affirmation in lieu of the oath; why 
should not this be thrown open to all as much 
as to Quaker, Moravian, and Jew? Yorkshire 
Quarterly Meeting petitioned Parliament in 
favor of the Affirmation Bill. Now that the 
bill has been thrown out, the Bradlaugh 
question remains still unsettled. Had he been 
quietly admitted into the House long ago, 
probably he would ere this have found his own 
level and had little notice or influence. But 
the forcible, and as some think, illegal exclu- 
sion of a duly elected member has made of 
him a hero, as in the case of John Wilkes, a 
hundred years ago; and has raised him toa 
position of notoriety and influence far greater 
than he would otherwise have obtained. I 
cannot but think that when the heat of party 
excitement and prejudice has passed away, the 
nation will feel that the only nght solution is 
the abolition of all religious tests, whether 
Christian or only ‘ Theistic; ’’ that such re- 
moval offers no real dishonor or injury to the 
cause of religion amongs: us. The Meeting 


for Sufferings has taken no action on this| 


subject. The Friend members of Parliament, 
excepting one or two who did not vote, sup- 
ported the Bill. 

The Tabular Statement of Statistics of the 
Society of Friends in Great Britain shows this 
year a nearly stationary condition as to num 


bers. There is an apparent decrease of one, | 


leaving 15,143 as our total membership. 
Allowing for the usual error, for certificates of 
removal in transit, there is really an increase 
of 29. The most hopeful feature in the report 
is the number of marriages in our meeting 
houses, viz. 73, a figure which has not been 
reached for many years past. The deaths still 
largely exceed the births. (242 to 186.) 
London, Fifth month rsth, 1883. 


— e«@- ———— 


From the Philadelphia Ledger. 
WILLIAM CHAMBERS. 


The death of William Chambers, of Edin- 


burgh, announced by cable, deserves more | 


than passing notice, for few men have done 
more in widening the circle and raising the 
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the example of putting good works within the 
reach of everybody. More than fifty years ago 
they began the publication of the Edinburgh 
Weekly Journal, which immediately obtained 
a circulation of 50,000 copies. It was a new 
departure in literature—a cheap periodical of 
high character, printed not for the polished 
few but for the people at large. William 
Chambers announced: ‘‘I see the straight 
path of moral responsibility before me, and 
shall, by the blessing of God, adhere to the 
line of rectitude and duty.’’ The promise was 
faithfullly fulfilled. It characterized not only 
the Journal, but all the publications of the 
Chambers Brothers. One of the most discrim- 
inating and judicious of critics, S. Austin 
Allibone, so far breaks through his usual re- 
| serve astosay: ‘We beg to add, upon our 
own account, that no father of a family or 
director of-a library company should be satis. 
fied until the whole of the Messrs. Chambers’ 
| publications are procured.’’ This advice re- 
|mains good to-day. There is no more enter- 
taining and instructive publication for children 
than Chambers’ Miscellany; and Robert 
| Chambers’ Cyclopedia of English Literature 
jis a work of remarkable merit and educational 


| value. But the book of all others that should 


/not be omitted from the family circle is that 


'in which William Chambers tells the story of 
his brother Robert's life and works, and of 
their united labors in publication. It is a 
lesson of frugality, perseverance and business 
enterprise of special value for young people. 
While it is wholesome in its influence it has 
the attractiveness of a novel in the way the 
story is told. ‘ 

Both Chambers brothers, of the publishing 


|house, have now passed away, Robert having 


| died in 1871, but the good they did we may 
' feel assured is not ‘‘ interred with their bones.” 
i It lives after them, and will continue to bless 
‘the world as long as a copy remains to be read 
‘of their instructive, kindly and ennobling 
publications. 


| 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


D. L. Moopy and I. P. Sankey have re- 
turned to this country, to rest until autumn, 
when they expect to return to England and 
| resume their labors there. 

Or 249 CONGREGATIONAL churches in 
‘Illinois, but twenty-five have had their 
| preacher over seven years. And one-half of 


standard of popular education than he and his|these twenty-five are the large and city 
brother. The story of their lives has been ad-|churches, having over 150 members each. 
mirably told by William in an autobiographi- | But among these twenty-five are seven little 
cal memoir, which might well be placed in the German, Welsh or hardly known churches, 
hands of every boy. Good periodical literature | with but fourteen to thirty-one members each, 
and cheap publications of all kinds are com- | supplied mostly by men otherwise getting their 
mon enough now, but William and Robert |living. The longest pastorate in the State 
Chambers were among the foremost in setting! (over twenty-four years) is in the smallest of 
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these little foreign churches (of fourteen 
members), the preacher of course otherwise 
supporting himself. And these seven little 
churches have pastorates of over 24, 24, 22, 
12, 12, 8 and 7 years respectively. This 
mode of ministerial self-support, and so of 
permanence, as thus illustrated, is very 
suggestive.—S. B. Goodenow in Christian 
Union. 


ACCORDING to another writer in the 
Christian Union, the Congregational Year 
Book for 1883 reports that of 3936 churches, 
1023 are vacant (having no minister) ; and of 
3723. ministers t198 are unemployed in 
pastoral work. Out of these thousand vacant 
churches not more than a hundred will give a 
salary above nine hundred dollars. ‘‘ From 
one-third to one-half of all Congregational 
churches started in the West live a miserable 
brief existence and then die.’’ 


AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the Presby- 
terian church at Saratoga, last month, Dr. 
Herrick Johnston, the retiring Moderator, 
delivered a sermon upon the peril and the 
safeguard of a conquering Church, taking for 
his text, Matthew, sixth chapter and twenty- 
third verse. 

The speaker said that ‘‘’The Sermon on the 
Mount was meant to show the true kingdom 
of God, by showing the reach and success of 
God’s Commandment, that love was its only 
possible and complete fulfilment. It was a 
blow at Phariseeism.’’ ‘The Doctor discussed 
this portion of the subject at great length, and 
said that ‘‘ the chief peril of the church is not 
outward, but within. For the Church con- 
quers place in the world at inevitable risk of 
losing her first love, and hence of caring 
more for rite than righteousness, of being more 
zealous for the forms of truth than for the 
spirit of truth, and of prosecuting work more 
on the plans of naturalism with casual ap- 
pliances and by commercial law, than on the 
plane of supernaturalism and spiritual dynamics, 
and by the law of Christ.” 

He emphasized perils pertaining to the Pres- 
byterian Church under the head of Worship, 
Doctrine and Ministry, and upon this last 
division he said: The peril at this point touches 
directly a spiritual office. The Church is 
swiftly approaching, if she is not in the actual 
presence of, a calamity. We are threatened 
with a famine of the ministry.’ In proof of 
which he referred to figures showing that, at 
the Church summary in 1882, there were 5744 
churches. Of these, 3741 are churches of 40 
members and upwards. To supply these 
churches would take nearly every Pastor, stated 
supply, home and foreign missionary now in 
the field. This would leave over 2000 churches 
uncared for. Turn these over to ministers who 
ate honorably retired, and to those without 
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charge, and to those who are Presidents, pro- 
fessors, teachers, &c., and still there would be 
601 churches without a Pasto®. 

He further stated that from 1872 to 1882, 
while there was an average gain each year of 
12,396 communicants and of 101 churches, 
there was only an average gain each year of 70 
ministers, and there was an actual average each 
year of 14 candidates. Each year 31 more 
churches were made than ministers. 


oS: 


For Friends’ Review. 


RELIGION AND MORALS IN GERMANY, 


BY WILLIAM L. PEARSON. 


A noted, as well as notorious, example of 
the old energetic, positive religion was King 
William I. of Prussia. He was as decided for 
orthodox Protestant religion as any Reformer. 
But he was as cruel as he was pious. With 
Bible in hand (but how unlike Luther!) he 
summoned his family to prayers as peremptori- 
ly as his soldiers to parade or battle, and could 
beat his children immediately afterward almost 
beyond endurance. Little Fritz, who had 
been slapped and whipped, rapped and kicked 
throughout his childhood, was frequently in 
prison and escaped execution by order of his 
brutal, though Christian, father only through 
the interference of the king’s faithful friends, 
who reminded him how great a scandal to civil- 
ization it would be. It is not surprising that, 
when Little Fritz, who had trembled thus 
before and suffered under such religious deco- 
rum at the hands of his despotic father and king, 
became Frederick the Great, he denied, hated, 
ridiculed, scoffed at the faith. The scene was 
quickly changed. ‘‘ Scepticism and infidelity 
were @ /a mode ; and infidel Germany, follow- 
ing in the wake of infidel France, hastened to 
show she could out-Herod Herod. Fine 
ladies flirted with the most terrible questions of 
human life; courtiers coquetted with philoso- 
phy. It was good tone to affect a spirit of 
enquiry that was as shallow as it was flippant, 
and to assume the posture of an ‘ enlighten- 
ment that would not bear daylight.’’’ Vol- 
taire became the intimate friend of the King 
and resided with him in the palace at Potsdam, 
where they talked and wrote about the ‘‘ com- 
mon sense ’’ philosophy, which they helped to 
spread throughout Europe with many evil 
effects upon society ;—ail in French, of course, 
for polite society, such as it was, was ashamed 
of the German tongue, and children of noble 
and wealthy families were not allowed to hear 
German, lest it spoil their French idiom. 
Every thing was patterned after the French 
style as far as possible, especially the vices, 
seldom their rare virtues. Hardly any people 
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as a whole love royalty or seek to imitate the|time), which our Lord most likely used on the 
manners and fashions of their royal court more | occasion, the copula is very seldom expressed. 
eagerly than Gegmans. And he who takes a| Hence Chist quite certainly said merely, ‘ This 
fair view into the revelry and rudeness, the|}my body,’’ meaning, This signifies or sym- 
immorality and infidelity of Frederick the|bolizes my body, just as the Paschal Supper, 
Great's court, as characteristic as his ambition | of which they partook, was a commemorative 
for conquest, can easily account for the low|symbol of the Exodus from Egypt. The 
state of society which ensued, especially about | copula ‘‘is’’ in this passage, necessary to the 
Berlin. It were much easier to speak of the| original Greek and other European languages, 
rationalism and infidelity, ‘‘the philosophy so|need not and doubtless does not mean more 
called,” of the professors of the universities|than this. Lutherans misunderstood and mis- 
and the ministers of religion of that time, | used the language, Calvinists misinterpreted it, 
than of their faith and good deeds. It was|and most Protestants assuine a literal command 
just as natural that the deistical and agnostic | of Christ where it exists not. 

philosophy and gross materialism should spring} But I am at present concerned more with 


up out of such a soil, as for a kindred growth | the division of the Protestant church between 
to arise out of the English Deism of last cen-| Reformed and Lutherans in Germany. It is 
tury; from which latter the free-thinking of| well known that Luther’s stubborn dogmatism 
the Continent is said to have historically origi-| prevented the union of all Protestants at a time 
nated. There have been ever since the Refor-| when Popery seemed likely to scatter them to 
mation Christian professors in the universities, |the four winds. It is historical, that Leibnitz 
and evangelical ministers of the Gospel in| had a grand philosopher's plan for the union of 
Germany, but at the beginning of thiscentury, | all Christendom; Zinzendorf, Spener and 
unlike in England, they were so few, that the| others sought German union on a broad evan- 
people were rather led into than restrained gelical basis; but all in vain. Frederick 
from indifferentism and atheism. William III., the weak, but well meaning 

As already stated, each little’ independent | husband of the noble and philanthropic Queen 
State, duchy, principality and free city had its} Louise, could refer to like attempts of some of 
own establishment, of which there are said to|his royal ancestors during 200 years, when in 
have been some thirty-eight among Protestants. | 1817 he made proclamation of his intention to 
But theologically by confession German | unite the Protestants of his Prussian dominions 
Protestants were chiefly reformed (Calvinists) |into the United Evangelical Church. He 
or Lutherans. Ever and all over Christendom | appointed the 17th of roth Month, 1817, the 
the schisms have arisen rather about outward | third centenary of the nailing the ninety-five 
forms, ceremonies and rites than from things| protests on the church-door at Wittemberg by 
which more properly pertain to the kingdom of | Luther, as the day on which the union should 
Christ. In the Reformed Church, for exam- | take effect, and he called on all Prussian Prot- 
ple, the Zwinglians considered the partaking of| estants to accept the new union-ritual. He 
bread and wine merely as commemorative of| himself would set the example by partaking of 
the Scriptural events which symbolize the|the bread and wine in the mixed congregation 
spiritual partaking of the blood and body of|at Potsdam. This union was uot made by re- 
Christ,—the least objectionable view, most | conciling, but by striking out differences, every- 
Friends would think. The Calvinists held | thing dear to both communions. W.thout con- 
further, that it was not only a symbol, but a|secrating or blessing the elements at all, which 
sign and seal of the symbolized inward ‘grace. | both bodies held to be essentia/, without re- 
This somewhat mystical view is far more ra-|peating the one formula or the other, the 
tional than the Lutheran view of Consubstan-| minister simply stated: ‘‘ Christ said, ‘ This 
tiation or the partaking of the body and blood | is my body; ’ Christ said, ‘ This is my blood,’” 
themselves with the bread and wine, which is|and évery communicant might interpret for 
little less unscriptural and irrational, it may be| himself. Differences about predestination, 
added, than the Transubstantiation of the} good works and faith, etc., were of no impor- 
Catholics, that the bread and wine become|tance. The King simply wiped out their 
literally Christ’s body and blood, when they|differences by abolishing their creeds and 
are blessed by the priest. Without detaining | erecting a double faced, or else no faced stand- 
the reader too long with a question, which has| ard by which all parties could please the royal 
vexed and divided Christians for ages, often | Head of the Church by applying such meaning 
without ground or purpose, it is sufficient to|to the so-called sacraments as they wished. 
say that Luther and many others have de-|The new Liturgy, said to have been sketched 
ceived themselves by emphasizing the copula- | out in 1814 on the King’s visit to the Palace of 
tive verb ‘‘is’’ in Christ’s words: ‘‘ This is|St. James, was elaborated and offered to the 
my body” (in the Greek as in the Latin and| people. Two circumstances gave the scheme 
English versions), as if it meant comsists of ; | at least temporary success. Ove was the great 
whereas in the Aramaic (the Hebrew of the! popularity of Schleiermacher and Court 
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preacher Neander, and the other was not a 
longing for the union in the love of Christ, 
but because few held anything religious dear 
any longer. The late well known Scotch 
author, Samuel Laing, wrote soon afterwards, 
“Jt is the natural effect of great calamities on 
nations, as on individuals, that they either 
make the mind grossly irreligious or grossly 
superstitious. War, the greatest of calamities, 
always leaves behind one or the other of these 
extremes.” The wars of Frederick the Great, 
the irreligion and dissipation of his Court, and 
the fashionable infidel literature of the time 
had dune their worst toward both these extremes 
in German society generally ; and the French 
Revolution and the wars of Napoleon had not 
the slightest tendency toward a revival from 
the deadly sleep. Laing, with his clear insight 
into European affairs, wrote in this connection 
(‘Notes of a Traveler,’”’ 1842,): ‘* The 
Prussian people were in a state of stolid indif- 
ference, apparently, on religious matters. The 
religious feelings were cooled down to zero, or 
at least to the point of amalgamation. The 


monarch himself, it appears from the proclama- 
tion, did not consider his court attendants and 
garrison at Potsdam entitled to have any| 
religious scruples or freedom of will about 
taking the sacrament in any way he pleased.”’ 


a 


Second Annual First-day School Confer- 
ence of Indiana Yearly Meeting, 


The Conference met on Third-day evening, 
Fifth mo, 15th, at Friends’ meeting-house in 
West Milton, Ohio. 

After a time of devotional exercises, an address 
ot welcome was presented by Samuel C. Jones, 
of West Milton, Edward Scott responded, ex- 
pressing our love of the Bible and its Author, our 
interest in the work of the First-day school as our 
object in coming, and our thanks for the open 
hearts and hoines to which we had been received. 

Timothy Nicholson, who had been selected to 
preside over the Conference, read the “ Inaugu- 
ral Address,” which referred to the former Con- 
ference (in Dublin, Ind., one year ago) as a dis- 
tinctively Friends’ Conference, with full recog- 
nition of the necessity for dependence upon the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in Bible-school work. 
The President believed that as a denomination, 
we have been losing our influence upon the re- 
ligious world, by ignoring our own denominational 
character, and following the methods of others. 
We should see that the instruction in our Bible- 
schools shall inspire the children with a love for 
the spirituality of the Gospel as held by Friends, 
_ Fourth-day morning.—One half-hour was spent 
in earnest devotional exercises, 

Committees were appointed upon Question 
Drawer, Resolutions and Credentials. 

Isaac Elliott, of Marion, Ind., then read an 
essay on “Lesson Helps.” He recommended il- 
lustrations drawn from nature (as in our Lord's 
parables), the Bid/e itse/f, a Bible dictionary, and 
unabridged dietionary, rather than too close ad- 
herence to the specific plan and questions offered 
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in the formal lesson papers so generally used, 
The geography, customs and peculiarities of Bible 
lands should not be neglected. Energy and per- 
severance, under the aid of the Holy Spirit, are 
of the utmost importance in preparing and teach- 
ing the lesson. 

About thirty persons took part in the discussion 
which followed. The danger of too much de- 
pendence upon published “lesson helps” was 
emphasized, as well as the importance of the 
thorough and diligent study of the Bible. itself; 
one passage is often the most valuable tom- 
mentary upon another. The teachers of a certain 
school agreed to study the Bible only, until the 
time of the teachers’ meeting, on Sixth-day 
evening ; published “ helps” were then consulted, 
adding greatly to their efficiency. Some of the 
lesson papers of other denominations, which are 
largely used in our own schools, may insidiously 
turn the minds of our children, little by little, 
from our distinctive views. A good lesson paper 
may be the only help the child receives, in many 
of our homes; and when properly used, it may 
be very valuable to the teacher. 

Delegates from the several Quarterly Meetings 
and schools were requested to announce the 
helps generally distributed in various parts of the 
Yearly Meeting. The replies indicated a more 
general use of undenominational (and some de- 
nominational publications) than of our own, 

Jas. P. Pinkham, of lowa, urged the importance 
of having our own lesson heips for all grades, 
To secure this, Friends should be sufficiently wise 
and generous to support such publications, 

The meeting was refreshed by a brief recess 
and the singing of a hymn before listening to a 
“Statistical Report” by Owen S. Henley, of Car- 
thage, Ind. About 85 schools are maintained 
throughout the year; about 45 more from three 
to six months. About 40 hold teachers’ meetings. 
There is still a wide field for labor at our own 
doors, 

Afternoon.—After devotional exercises, the 
Secretary's minutes for the first two sessions were 
read and approved. 

An essay on the question, “‘ Who should attend 
our Sabbath-schools, and why ?” had been written 
and forwarded by Prof. Allen Terrell, who was 
detained at home. If the advice in this paper is 
heeded, we may expect a very different statistical 
report next year. It was urged in the discussion 
that parents should /afe their children, instead of 
sending them to the school, even if it should re- 
quire earlier rising on the first day of the week 
than on any other, The true teacher is like the 
pastor of a little church, so small that he may 
know the peculiarities of each member, and use 
the directness of the rifle rather than the scattering 
grain of the shot gun. The “spectacle class” is 
an appropriate part of the school, as explained by 
Abel Bevan, who began his Bible-school work as 
a teacher in1842. Adults and others who have 
lately been received into membership should re- 
ceive special encouragement to united study of 
the words of life. 

A Methodist pastor accepted the general invi- 
tation to take part by forcibly illustrating the dif- 
ference between saying “come,” and ‘‘go to Sab- 
bath-school.” A pastor of the United Brethren 
church, who entered a Sabbath-school class forty- 
two years ago, had found great difficulty in in- 
teresting older persons in this work. If parents 
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would realize the importance of their example, 
the devil would be robbed of hundreds of his 
followers, 

A brief recess was followed by the earnest 
singing of “‘ Waqaderful words of life.” 

Reports from Quarterly Meeting Secretaries 
were then in order. Many details were elicited. 
One who began his work as a teacher forty-eight 
years ago told us of “old people who persevere 
in the school till they die, and young people till 
they marry !” Teachers’ meetings are still lacking 
in the majority of our schools; in one locality, a 
mid-week Bible-class increased to fifty members, 
and it was found necessary to divide it, A cer- 
tain Bible-class or teachers’ meeting, combined 
with a social, is very well attended. One school 
reports seventeen adult classes. A Superin- 
tendent was alluded to who lives five miles from 
his school; this is too far for him to attend an 
evening teachers’ meeting, but he is never two 
minutes late at school. Indeed, the distant 
teachers are most apt to be prompt. The great 
majority of the schools use the International Les- 
sons. Conferences are held in some of the Quar- 
ters two or four times each week. 


(To be concluded.) 
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THE PRINCETON REVIEW, in its last number, 
has a paper by President Eliot, of Harvard, on 
“ The Education of Ministers,” in which he speaks 
of “the decline of the ministry during the past 


forty years.” The Sunday School Times editori- 
ally denies the occurrence of any such decline. 


It asserts that, of evangelical bodies, “ there 
are now more Protestant ministers in proportion 
to the entire population of this country than there 
were forty years ago; and more students in the 
theological seminaries, by the same standard of 
proportion. And if we go back to fifty, seventy- 
five, or one hundred years, for a comparison, the 
evidenced gain, both actual and relative, is far 
greater. And while the numbers of those in the 
ministry have so increased, the pecuniary support 
given to them by their congregations has advanced 
by a ratio that is perceptible all the way along 
from the smallest annual salaries in the thinly! 
settled communities, up to the largest salaries 
paid in our great metropolitan churches. The 
prominence accorded to the ordinary Sunday ut- 
terances of ministers, as indicated by the space 
given thereto in the columns of the secular press, 
is such as was quite undreamed of forty years 
ago. The popular demand for published ser- 
mons, both in volumes and in periodical issues, 
has been greater within the past ten years than in 
any former ten years of our national history. 
Moreover, the personal influence of ministers, 
both North and South, was larger and more evi- 
dent during our recent civil war than ever before | 
in a national crisis. And it is on this state of facts | 
that President Eliot talks of the decline of the 
Protestant ministry in this country within the past 
century, and again within the past forty years !” 
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Under “Religious Intelligence,” we have col. 
lected in another place some facts which qualify 
these statements. Among the Presbyterians, Con- 
gregationalists, and Baptists, at least, there has 
been of late years a deficiency in the number of 
ministers, in proportion to the increase of mem- 
bership and population, There is a growing fear 
of a “ famine in the ministry.” 

Various causes for this state of things are sug. 
gested, by writers in the Christian Union and 
elsewhere. If we look closely at some of the 
facts cited in the above paragraph from the 
S. S. Times, we may see that possibly more 
depends on the fersonality than on the office 
of ministers of the Gospel. In the work of 
D. L. Moody and others, and in that of Young 
Men’s and Women’s Christian Associations, and 
“Union” religious labor of various sorts, we may 
observe the growing freedom and effectiveness of 
what may be called wnoffcia/ ministry. Clerical- 
ism loses inits proportion of influence, and the 
“lay” element gains in power, 

We believe that this is as it should be. Each 
church ought to consist of living members, “ lively 
stones,” every one having a place in the building, 
Surely this was the primitive Apostolic idea of a 
church, The ‘one man system” is a great 
radical mistake. It may be yet a long time be- 
fore this comes to be so understood among the 
denominations, as to do away altogether with pul- 
pits, rectorships and curacies ; but this must come, 
at last. In the meantime, we earnestly desire 
that the so far steadfastly maintained testimony 
of Friends to the freedom of Gospel ministry, in 
its fullest sense, may not be hampered even by 
half-way compromises; such as engagements to 
preach for congregations, with stipulated support, 
by those who at the same time seek for no other 
occupation, This is going backward, while others 
are going forward. Can it be right ? 


-_ 


THE FREEDMAN’S FRIEND, issued this month, 
gives in full the Twentieth Annual Report of the 
Executive Board of Friends’ Freedmen’s Associ- 
ation of Philadelphia, Its principal statements 
were given to our readers in the account of the 
annual meeting of the Association, 

We mav recall the fact that the schools at 
Rutherfordton, Raleigh, Salem and Christians 
burg areto be continued during this year; the 
continued liberality of the members of the Asso- 
ciation being asked for on that account, 

The Appeal of the Executive Board on behalf 
of the new school-house at Christiansburg will be 
found on another page of our present number. 


EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE,—-We are [re- 
quested to mention that Allen and Martha Jay, 
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Superintendent and Matron of Earlham College, 
will furnish rooms and meals at the College, for 
$1 per day, to those who desire it while attending 
the Conference. 


DIED. 


HUNT.—On the 29th of Third mo., 1883, at 
his residence in Martinsville, Clinton county, 
Ohio, Aaron B. Hunt, son of Nathan and Rachel 
Hunt, the latter deceased, aged 53 years; a 
member of Newberry Monthly Meeting. 

He frequently expressed during his sickness 
that he had the abiding presence of the Lord con- 
tinually with him, that all His promises were 
verified, and he was enjoying the full fruition of 
His love. He rejoiced that he had not deferred 
the preparation for death until a dying hour, say- 
ing he had now nothing to trouble him, but all 
was joyous and peaceful. “Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright, for the end of that 
man is peace.” 


ALLEN.—In Boston, Third month 29th, 1883, 

Mary R. Allen, wife of Josiah Allen, aged 63 
years, 
' She was an Elder for the last thirty years of 
her life. She moved to Boston from Maine in 
1869; and about a year later, with a few others, 
assisted in establishing a Friends’ Meeting in that 
city. A severe illness in 1855, which proved to 
her a blessed means of grace, as she often testi- 
fed, had left her health permanently impaired. 
Yet she attended meetings with wonderful con- 
stancy, until within two weeks of her death; thus 
furnishing a marked example of devotion. For 
many years a consistent Christian in her daily 
walk, we believe she was ready for the Master's 
call, 


HENLEY.—At his residence, in Richmond, 
Ind., Second mo. 5th, 1883, Henry Henley, in the 
s7th year of his age; a member of White Water 
Monthly Meeting, Indiana. 

While at the home of Wm. Penn Henley in 
Winston, N. C., he was taken alarmingly ill. 
Being removed to his home, for two days he 
seemed as if he might recover ; but suddenly his 
disease took a fatal form. He was not alarmed 
when told that he could survive only a few hours ; 
but calmly said that while he had hoped his life 
might be prolonged, nevertheless it was no doubt 
all for the best. His faith never faltered, and his 
conversation with his relatives was beautiful and 
impressive. He bade each one an attectionate 
farewell. His redeemed spirit left its “ earthly 
house of this tabernacle” to enter, as we rever- 
ently believe, “a building of God—an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” 


HOCKETT.—Mary, daughter of Micajah and 
Charity Nordyke, was born in Tennessee, Eleventh 
mo, 27th, 1804, and in 1806 emigrated with her 
parents to what is now New Vienna, Clinton 
county, Ohio. In 1829 she was united in mar- 
nage with Jonathan Hockett. They removed to 
near Jonesboro’, Grant county, Indiana, in 1853, 
where they have ever since resided, and where 
on the 14th of Fourth mo., 1883, she peacefully 
departed this life. She was a member of Back 
Creek Monthly Meeting. _ 

Her conditionis briefly told in her own language, 
“Tam only waiting and ready for the summons to 
come,” 
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An Appeal by the Friends’ Freedmen’s 
Association on Behalf of the New School- 
house at Christiansburg. 


At the late annual meeting of the Association, 
the advantage of securing the erection of a com- 
modious two story brick schoolhouse for the 
school at Christiansburg was carefully considered, 
and the Executive Committee was authorized to 
contribute to it this year one thousand dollars. 

To obtain the needful money this appeal is is- 
sued, The facts are mainly as follows: 

The school is under the care of Charles S. 
Schaeffer, whose long and efficient services havé 
been frequently noted in the annual reports. 

No other religious society than Friends aids the 
school, and half of its whole support comes from 
us. To promote its advancement, therefore, falls 
especially on us. 


» It is one of our oldest schools and most import- 


ant, and is likely to continue so to be. 

Its two school buildings are of wood, are be- 
coming old, and are not well adapted to their 
purpose, 

It is proposed to convert one or both of these 
into dormitories and to build a two story brick 
schoolhouse, divided into an assembly room and 
class rooms, and fitted with educational appli- 
ances. The dormitories are intended for the use 
of well-grown lads and girls who may come from 
a distance to attend normal classes and to pre- 
pare themselves for teachers. 

It is thought that from 25 to 40 of such students 
may be expected to avail themselves of this teach- 
ing. 

ii is also proposed to open Kindergarten classes 
for small children; and, for the larger ones, 
Kitchengarden classes, in which they shall learn 
methods of careful and tidy housekeeping. 

It is believed that an average attendance of 
from 150 to 200 will follow these improvements ; 
that their good results will be widespread, and 
that the school will be a model which others will 
imitate. The cost of the new schoolhouse will be 
$5,000. 

C. S. Schaeffer collected, last year, by his per- 
sonal efforts, about $1,000, and the colored people 
of the neighborhood, appreciating its advantages, 
are making contributions when they can afford to 
do so. 

The sentiment of the Association, as expressed 
at its late annual meeting, approved of the im- 
mediate erection of the schoolhouse, if funds could 
be secured, and authorized an appropriation of 
$1,000, in the confident belief that at least this 
amount would be contributed for this especial 
object. 

Contributions may be sent to Richard Cadbury, 
Treasurer, 409 Chestnut street. 

By order of the Executive Board, 


RICHARD Woob, President, 
E, M. WIsTAR, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, Fifth month, 1883. 


SE 


Ir sEEMs to be the main object with many, 
not so much to ‘come out and be separate,” 
as the Lord enjoins, but rather try and see 
how close they can live to the world without 
involving themselves in the imputation of 
serving two masters. 
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NEW YORK YEARLY MEETING. 


New YorK YEARLY MEETING OF MINISTERS 
AND ELDERS met in New York on Fifth-day, 
Fifth month 24th. The meeting was opened by 
a season of reverent waiting and bowedness be- 
fore the Lord, followed by repeated utterances of 
prayer, thanksgiving and praise. 

Several testimonies to the goodness and faith- 
fulness of our God in fulfilling all His promises, 
in dispensing His many mercies to His trusting 
children as we obey Him and respond to all His | 
requirings—not my will or my way, but Thy will | 
and Thy way, in whatever or wherever Thou 
mayst lead. 

Isaac Sharp exhorted us that as we meet about: 
our tables to receive of food for our physical | 
needs, so may we gather around the table of the | 
Lord and receive of His life-giving strength an 
power for His service ; that we let in the King 
Glory, for the Lord of Hosts, He is the King off 
Glory. 

The attendance is considered quite as large as’ 
usual. 

Met at 3 P. M.—Henry Wood, on behalf of | 
the Representatives, reported the names of D. H. | 
Lane and M. S. Kimber for Clerks, and they} 
were re-appointed to the service. 

The names of Ministers present from other, 
Yearly Meetings were then read. 

A cordial greeting was then extended to them 
as brethren and sisters, fellow laborers in the 
Master's service. Their company and service was 
accepted as a harbinger of good to us, as an evi-! 
dence of His will to bless us by His presence 
also, We were exhorted to look alone to the 
Lord, both visitors and visited, that nothing may 
hinder His word having free course and being 
glorified. We often pray that the Lord may lead 
us, but how many of us are willing that He 
should? It we were, how much more would our 
meetings be blessed, to the edification and the 
feeding of the flock. We need not only to ask 
for His presence and power, but to hold ourselves 
in readiness and waiting to receive and respond, 
“ Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to do ?’’ 


We were admonished to consider our respon- 
sibility as ministers and elders. Our Holy Head 
not only led captivity captive and gave gifts to, 
men, but He is giving gifts to men to-day, is giv- 
ing gifts to us. His command always accompanies | 
the gift, ‘Occupy until I come.” The. commis- 
sion to ‘“‘ Feed my sheep, feed my lamb;,” is al- 
ways attended with command. It is through the 
church He looks for the salvation of souls, while’ 
it is always true, “‘ Without Me ye can do noth- 
ing.” The wonderful gift of His love as revealed 
to us is not that we sit down at ease in the enjoy- | 
ment thereof. This is sure to result in spiritual 
death, This is our great danger. He is looking 
to us for fruit as co-workers together with Him 
and with each other. When one is engaged in 
His service all should with uplifted hearts pray 
for the Lord's blessing upon the word spoken, in 
reaching the witness for God in the heart of the 
hearers. However varied the gifts they may not 
be more so than the needs of the hearers. The 
« Lord has committed to us the ministry of recon- 
ciliation.” 

The answers to the first Query were read, rep-. 
resenting, with a few qualifying terms in some 
of them, that soundness in doctrine and har- 
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_ness in others. 
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monious labor for the extension for Christ's king. 
dom prevail throughout all the Quarterly Meet. 
ings, 

‘Aiadjeorned to 8 A. M. on Second-day morning, 

New York Yearly Meeting for business was 
opened Fifth mo, 25th, 1883, by devotional wait. 
ing upon the Lord, intermingled with vocal 
prayers, that a blessing such as this Yearly Meet. 
ing has never known may be poured out upon 
us; that it may prove a beginning of better and 
happier days to many souls, that a sense of the 
Lord's presence, blessing and guidance, together 
with sanctified judgment, may characterize all our 
service in each session of the meeting. 

The minutes of ministers in attendance were 
then read ; for Isaac Sharp, of England; James 
C. and Mary W. Thomas, of Baltimore ; Jeremiah 
A. Ggitinell and wife Jane; Phebe Hoyle, of Ohio; 

Reynolds, of North Carolina; Alfred 
, John P. Pennington, Amos Kenworthy 
wife, of Indiana; Wm. Marshall. of Iowa; 
icajah Cy Binford, of Indiana ; John T. Dorland, 
of Canad and Adelbert Wood, of Adrian, Michi- 
an, 
. Isaac Sharp remarked that since the date of his 
certificate “nearly half the time I have been 
engaged among those of other denominations, 
differing in views of gospel truths yet united in 
Christian faith and love, but in no sense lessening 


i my love for, and appreciation of, my own dear 


Society, and the precious doctrines of our Lord 
Jesus, and their spiritual application and adapta- 
tion to our need; each and every return and 
mingling with my own dear brethren in the faith, 
remained additionally precious to me. 

“Dear friends, let us beware of a one-sided 
theology. Let us maintain our testimony to the 
whole gospel of life, of salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Continuing in an impressive 
presentation of the blessings of this gospel of life, 
of peace and power. 

A cordial welcome was then extended to those 
whose minutes were read, and invitations to faith- 
fulness in their service for the Master while 
among us, and a committee was appointed to aid 


| them, and open the way for their service as the 


Lord may lead. 
(To be concluded.) 
oe 
Abridged from the Gospel Expositor. 
BIBLE SCHOOL CONFERENCE AT 
NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 


(Concluded from page 664.) 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 
This session was opened with reading of the 


_ Scriptures and prayer. 


The topic for discussion was, Necessity of 
Preparation, and George A. Barton, of Boston, 
read the first paper. Preparation being a neces- 
sity, to be of most benefit, the teachers should be 
fitted for their work, They should have the art 
to some extent of reproducing their own earnest- 
Skill in applying knowledge 
must be used. We should not despair in view of 
our shortcomings, but should endeavor to correct 
them. All the skill we can acquire should be 


placed at the disposal of the Holy Spirit. The 
| Apostle Paul is illustrative of the honor given by 


God to skill. Let us not bury our talent, but do 
our best, and we shall receive the commendation, 
«Well done, good and faithful servant!” 
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M. M. Binford,of Lynn, read a paper on the same 
subject. No person, he said,can teach what he does 
not know, but there is no substitute for earnest- 
ness, Garrick said the actor yas more powerful 
than the preacher, because the preacher spoke 
the truth as if it were fiction, while the actor spoke 
fiction as if it were true. The teacher must not 
aim at earnestness, but aim at the real result, and 
earnestness will be the natural result. Bible study 
isof the first importance. Thorough study can 
take the place of genius. The teacher must know 
Jesus as his personal, present Saviour. The 
Scriptures are like Jesus, human and divine, We 
must lift ourselves by prayer to the mount of 
transfiguration, as it were. We should study the 
whole Bible. Plain, straightforward Bible truth, 
illustrated by other Bible truth, is the best instruc- 
tion. Good books, gems of thought, commenta- 
ries, geographies, dictionaries, scrapbooks and 
notebooks are all in order. Settled convictions 
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ens, and said they are just as ready for spiritual 
nurture as chickens are for food. 

Elizabeth P. Larkin, of Weare, N. H., said that 
for the sake of having the respect of our scholars 
we should show that we are prepared to teach. 
The lesson helps are useful, but we must not de- 
pend wholly upon them. Power from on high is 
the most part of proper preparation. 

The chairman remarked that it was nearly time 
to bring the conference to a close, and said the 
question for every one to ask himself, in going 
back to his schvol, is, what report shall be carried. 
Each one should ask for help from the Lord, and 
that the schools may be encouraged. He felt 
that the exercises, of the conference were of much 
use to him, and in the hospitality he had enjoyed, 
the social advantages had been of great pleasure 
and encouragement. 

Many others made appropriate remarks. 

M. M. Binford believed that many who had 


are another very necessary preparation. We are| come full of their own insufficiency had been filled 
to be teachers of the truth more than defenders, | with the blessed Spirit of God, and rejoiced that 
Skepticism may be answered modestly with the | God had given them a part in such work. After 
word of God; but skeptical theories should not|a closing prayer, the conference adjourned.— 
be set up, to show our skill in demolishing them, | Republican Standard. 

any more than we would plant weeds for the sake | 
of digging them up, There is danger that they | 
may grow better than useful crops. The Holy | 
Ghost must go with us, or our teaching is vain. | 
All Scripture points to Christ, and all lessons! eee 


— - a 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


Sixth month 10, 1885 


must lead to Him, Preparation must include all | 
Both character and | 


acts of kindness and love, 
books must be studied. 


Charles Taber said, when we don’t have ann: | 


chinery, we must do the best we can by hand. 
A body of young children thoroughly Christian- 
wed and remaining in the school till they grow 
up, will be competent to teach. 

William Thompson said, lesson leaves and 
lesson helps are often a source of weakness. 
They should by no means exclude the Bible. 
The Bible should be used most of all. 


for chance inspiration. 


ascholar, We must teach with an object, and 
have a purpose in our work, and that object 
should be the saving of souls, 

Louisa P. Hoag, of Boston, said the teacher, 
while in prayerful preparation, will often be en- 
lightened in an unexpected way 

A letter from Thomas B. Nichols, East Vas- 
salborough, Maine, was read. The writer said 
there should be effort to make the schools more 


Study | 


before hand is immeasurably better than waiting | encounter the gross and superstitious idolatry of 


A question answered by | 
a scholar is worth a good deal of talk poured into | 


AT ICONIUM AND LYSTRA, 
Gotven Text.—Speaking boldly in the Lord. Acts ziv. 3. 


Acts xiv. 1—18; 


This lesson immediately follows the last. Its 
events took place A. D. 46, at Iconium and 
Lystra, cities of Asia Minor. The gospel had 


| hitherto met the pride and prejudices of the Jew— 


| the spiritual dimness of proselytes like the trea- 
| surer of Candace, or the Roman centurion, Cor- 


| 


nelius; it had arrested the attention of the self- 
| satisfied and frivolous Greeks of cities like An- 
tioch, or of educated heathen like Sergius Paulus, 
and had been embraced by them. Now it was to 


the rude people of Lycaonia. But then, as now, 
it proved itselt adapted to the spiritual wants of 
| all, and the power of God unto salvation to every 
| one that believeth. 


| 1. And it came to pass in F-co'ni-um, that they 
went both (entered R. V.) together into the syna- 


| gogue of the Fews. \coniumis described in last 

| lesson, Its inhabitants would be a few haughty 
and reserved Roman officials, and Greek citizens, 
pleasure and news-loving, and little less super- 
stitious than the people of the country around. 


spiritual, and the main object, the conversion of | There was the one synagogue of the Jews—a 
souls, should not be lost sight of. ‘light, if but a dim one, showing the worship of 
Henry Aydelott, of Fall River, said prepara-| the true God amid heathen darkness, And so 
tion is necessary. There is so much Sabbath-| sfake, that a great muititude both of the Fews 
school literature afloat that itiseasy. The school , ad also of the Greeks believed. Driven out of 
work that aims at nothing reaches nothing. Too! Antioch, they were not discouraged, but con- 
much is lost in generalization. Ezra was the first | strained by Christ's love and spirit they still 
Bible school teacher, and it is not probable that | preached the truth so precious to their own souls, 
he had any outside helps; but he prepared him- | and were rewarded when many received it and 
self, The possession of the Holy Spirit will carry | were born of the Spirit, believing in Jesus. 
along Church, family and Bible-school to holy | 2. But the unbelieving Fews (But the Fews 
living. | that were disobedient R. V ) stirred up the Gen- 
Susan Thompson said her method is first to! es, and made their minds evil affected against 
commit the lesson to memory, and use in addition | ‘he brethren. (Stirred up the souls of the Gen- 
all the information she can get. Nothing but the | 4/es, and made them, &c, R. V.) God com- 
Bible should be used in the class. | mands us to repent and believe the gospel ; those 
Archibald Ward likened little children to chick- ' who refuse are “ disobedient.” Let us beware lest 
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from envy or dislike at the success of preachers 
we make others evil affected towards them and 
their converts. Anger at the admission of Gen- 
tiles so easily to the benefits of Divine mercy 
induced the Jews to stir up the Gentile citi- 
zens and to tell them that these were disturbers 
of the peace, preachers of a new religion and 
customs, arousing their religious passions against 
all the Christians, 

3. Long time therefore abode they (they tarried 
there R. V.) speakiug boldly in the Lord. Prob- 
ably some months were passed strengthening the 
new believers in the faith, and teaching salvation 
through Christ. Meanwhile they would be work- 
ing with their own hands for support. 

Which gave testimony (bare witness R. V.) 
unto the word of his grace, and granted ( grant- 
ing R. V.) signs and wonders to be done hy their 
hands. The apostles gave the message as a 
Divine one, and our Heavenly Father bore 
witness to it as from Himse!f by giving them 
power to do miracles. 

¢. But the multitude of the city was divided : 
and part held with the Fews,and part with the 
a@posties, Where the Lord’s truth is set forth and 
His cause made prominent, there will be two 
sides. Seek earnestly to be on the right side, 
with humility and love, learning of Him. 

5. And when there was an assault made both 
of the Gentiles, and also of the Fews with their 
rulers, to use them despitefully and to stone them, 
{6.) They were ware of it, and fled unto Lys'tra 
and Der be, cities of Ly-ca-o'nia, and unto the 
region that lieth round about; (And when there 


was made an onset both of the Gentiles and of 
the Fews with their rulers, to entreat them 
shamefully, and to stone them, they became aware 
of it, and fled unto the cities of Ly-ca-o'ni-a, Lys- 
tra and Derbe, and the region round about. 


R. V.) Either the Jews and Gentiles were pre- 
paring to make an onset to kill the apostles, or 
they actually started to do so, when Paul and 
Barnabas were told of it and fled at once. 

Lycaonia is a bare, dreary, arid region, lying 
between the ridges of Mount Taurus on the south 
and the hills of Cappadocia on the north. Ona 
level plain in it rises the great extinct volcano 
called the Kara Dagh, or Black Mountain, and 
Lystra lay in one of the northern hollows of this 
mountain, Derbe was near, but its site is not 
known. 

7. And there they preached the gospel. Here 
among a rude aboriginal people there were 
probably no Jews to molest, and undaunted by 
their past persecutions, Paul and Barnabas began 
at once to preach the gospel to them. They 
knew it was adapted to people of every condition. 

8. And there sat a certain man at Lystra, 
(And at Lystra there sat a certain man, R. V.) 
impotent in his feet, a cripple from his mother’s 
womb, who never had walked. Paul was proba- 
bly preaching in the street, and the lame man 
was placed among the listeners, perhaps as a 
beggar. The miracle was the more notable, in 
that the subject was a man full grown, and that 
he had always been unable to walk. 

9, The same heard Paul speak: (speaking : 
R. V.) who steadfastly beholding him (fastening 
his eyes upon him, R. V.) and perceiving (seeing 
R. V.) that he had faith to be healed, (to be made 
whole, R V.) 10. Said with a loud voice, Stand 
upright on thy feet. And he leap.d (up R. V.) 


and walked. The man heard the story of the 
gospel, faith was kindled in him, Paul with 
spiritual discernment saw that he had the faith 
necessary to be healed, and in the power of the 
Risen Lord bade him stand upright. To be 
made whole, here means almost certainly, to be 
saved soul and body. Like the lame man healed 
by the Lord through Peter and John, chap. iii, 2, 
he leaped with joy at his new-found powers, and 
walked, showing his perfect cure. 

iz, And when the people (multitudes R. V.) 
saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their 
voices (voice R. V.) saying in the speech of Lyca. 
onia, The gods are come down to us in the like. 
ness of men, The people were so earnest in their 
superstition that they believed the gods had 
actually come to them. Paul had spoken to 
them in Greek most probably—which they un. 
derstood. It is uncertain whether their language 
was a corrupt Greek, or that of some primitive 
race which had inhabited the land before the 
Greeks came among them. 

12. And they called Barnabas, Fu'pi-ter. The 
city was dedicated to Jupiter and had a temple 
to him, hence probably one reason why the people 
thought it was he who had come to them, And 
Paul, Mer-cu'ri-us (Mer'cu-ry, R. V.) because he 
was the chief speaker. Mercury was chosen be- 
cause he was always attendant on Jupiter and 
was a messenger, 

13. Then(And R.V.) the priest of Fupiter, 
which was before their city (whose temple was be- 
fore the city, R. V.) brought oxen and garlands 
unto the gates,and would have done sacrifice with 
the people (multitudes. R.V.) As they thought 
Jupiter had come, it was fit that his priest should 
offer the sacrifice. The temple was probably in 
a square place near the entrance to the city, or 
just outside its gate. The oxen were for sacti- 
fice—the garlands to adorn the gates of the house 
where Paul and Barnabas were. On behalf of 
the people the priest would have killed the oxen 
by cutting their throats, receiving the blood in 
a vessel, to be then poured upon the altar. 

1g. Which (But R. V.) when the apostles, 
Barnabas and Paul, heard of, \it, R. V.) they 
rent their clothes, (garments,R. V.) Barnabas 
and Paul appear not to have known about it till 
the procession reached the gate of the house 
where they were staying; then they rent their 
clothes to express their horror at the blasphemy 
of offering divine worship to them, who were but 
men. Barnabas and Paul here, and James the 
Lord's brother, in Gal. i. 19, are called apostles; 
so that there were fifteen persons socalled. And 
ran in among the people, (And sprang forth 
among the multitude, R. V.) crying out, 15. And 
saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also 
are men of like passions with you, Of the same 
mortal human nature as you. And preach unto 
you, (bring you good tidings, (R. V.) that ye 
should turn from these vanities, (vain things, 
R. V.) unto the living God, which made heaven 
and earth, and the sea, and all things that are 
therein: (who made the heaven and the earth 
and the sea, and all that in themis: R, V.) 
They did not so much warn them to leave their 
idols, as tell them of the true God, and the 
coming of the Lord Jesus, so that they might be 
drawn to turn away /vom their empty gods ¢o the 
Lord. The Jews were taught by the Old Testa- 
ment to know God as the Creator of all things— 
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he Gentiles from created things also knew that 
‘here must be a Creator. 

16. Who in times past (in the generations 
gone by R. V.) suffered all (the R. V.) nations to 
walk in their own ways. In this passage, in his 
address to the Athenians, and in Rom. i. 19 —23, 
Paul gives us the religious state of the heathen. 
Ithad pleased God to permit them to live in ig- 
norance of Himself, except so far as He was re- 
vedled to them by tradition, by the works of 
creation, by His providences, and by the in- 
quences of His Spirit upon their consciousness. 
He would and will judge men by the light and 
knowledge He has accorded them. The Jews 
had the Old Testament and their wonderful na- | 
tional history as outward witnesses of God and of 
His truth, But now He was sending to Jew and 
Gentile the knowledge of Himself and His truth 
through Jesus Christ, and called upon a// to turn 
‘0 Jesus now, 

17. Nevertheless (And yet R. V.) he deft not | 
himself without witness, in that he did good, and | 
gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, | 
land gave you from heaven rains and fruitful | 
seasons, R. V.) filling our (your R. V.) hearts 
with food and gladness. The heathen had not | 
been left, and are not now, in total ignorance. | 
God has shown His goodness, so that thanks and | 
praise are His‘due from them. Rains would be | 
specially a cause of gratitude in so dry a region 
of Lycaonia, 

18. And with these sayings scarce restrained 
they the people, that they had not done sacrifice 
unto them (the multitudes from doing sacrifice 
unto them R. V.) So deeply rooted in the minds 
of the people were their errors, 





CORRESPONDENCE, 
, 3883 

Our dear friends, Eli and C. M. Jones, having 
visited Brighton, Falmouth and the Devon and 
Cornwall Quarterly Meeting at Plymouth, went 
forward on the 14th ult. to Birmingham for First- 
day there ; and thence to Nottingham, Manches- 
er, Kendal, Darlington, Leeds, Ackworth, Wilms- 
low, before crossing to Ireland to attend the Dub- 
lin Yearly Meeting. Their visit was truly accept- 
able at Brighton, Falmouth and Plymouth, and 
he vigor of our dear friend Eli Jones’ gift in the 
ministry was wonderful. 

[hear from Birmingham that their visit there 
has renewed the interest in the Syrian mission, 
whilst from Darlington a Friend wrote me that 
they were there “to our very great comfort, 
and if only we are careful not to let the impres-' 
son produced pass away, much blessing must 
follow ;” and from Leeds another Friend writes 
hat “at our Quarterly Meeting E. J.’s min- 
istry at both meetings for worship was very 
striking and likely to be long remembered. He 
was our guest and his company much enjoyed,” 

From Ackworth a Friend writes “that at their 
week-day meeting E. J. was very acceptably en- 
gaged, adapting his address admirably to the 
children, and then one-half to three quarters of an 
tour was occupied in telling of the Syrian mis- 
sion, and after an early dinner we went all 
‘ogether to Leeds to our Quarterly Meeting, where 


FatmoutH [ENGLAnp], Sth of Fifth mo 


' much of its success has been due, 
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E. J.’s ministry and services altogether were most 
acceptable.” 

I think thou mayst like to hear thus much of 
our dear Friend, and think that C. M. Jones has 
proved a very kind, efficient and wise companion 
and caretaker of dear E. J., now that he is less 
physically strong than formerly. 

A. Lioyp Fox. 


SINCE Philadelphia Yearly Meeting our dear 
friend Isaac Sharp, has attended the Quarterly 
Meetings of Philadelphia, Abington and Concord, 
and many meetings for worship in this vicinity, to 
the comfort and edification of Friends generally. 
He was at Burlington, New Jersey, on Fifth-day, 
Fifth mo. 17th; at Orange Street Meeting, Phila- 
delphia, on First-day, the 2oth; and left Fifth 
mo. 23d, for New York to attend the Yearly 
Meeting there. 


A NEW MONTHLY MEETING has been estab- 
lished in Texas, at Marietta, called Escado. A. 
W. Lewis and Paris Cox are members. Also one 
in Dakota Territory, in Davidson county, where 
John Frederick Hanson, Luther B. Gordon, and 
James P. Bunch reside. Margaretta Thorne, a 
minister, will be a member of it, though living at 
some distance from the other Friends, 

Boston, Fifth mo, 25th, 1883. 

Dear Friend:—It may be interesting to thee 
and to others to know that Salem Quarterly 


| Meeting, held yesterday at Amesbury, Mass., 


concluded to establish a new Monthly Meeting of 


| Friends in this city, and a committee was ap- 
| pointed to decide upon the time it should occur in 
'each month. 


The Friends here have been very 
much united in this desire and are thankful for 
this privilege. Thy friend, 

GILBERT C. HOAG. 


OAKWOOD SEMINARY. 
Unston Sprineos, N. Y., Fifth mo, 8th, 1883 

Our many readers who are interested in this in- 
stitution at Union Springs, N. Y., (which is under 
the charge of New York Yearly Meeting, the for- 
mer Principal withdrawing on account of impaired 
health,) will be glad to learn that it is to be con- 
tinued in future by Irana L. Pope, who has been 
a principal teacher for the past twelve years, and 
to whose excellent management and control 
She will em- 
ploy suitable professors and instructors, some of 
whom have been successfully employed at this 
institution in years past. The same system of 
co-education and the same general regulations, 


| which have been so useful and acceptable to stu- 


dents, will be continued, and to her all inquiries 
may be addressed. 


NINE PARTNERS QUARTERLY MEETING was 
held at Poughkeepsie, N. Y.,on the roth and 11th 
inst. The Meeting for Ministers and Elders on 
the 9th. The attendance was large, and it wasa 
season of favor. We had an unusual number of 


, Gospel messengers present. J. P. Pennington and 


Alfred Brown, of Indiana, S. Adelbert Wood, of 
Michigan, John T. Dorland, of Canada, and sev- 
eral from the neighboring Quarterly Meetings. 
Good and wholesome truths were spoken, and 
the Gospel was preached “ in demonstration of 
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the Spirit and of power.” A free, full, and present 
salvation is offered to all, and may be realized by 
all who will seek and accept it. Good works can- 
not save us, “ Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy 
He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Yet when the 
heart is renewed, good works will follow. Power, 
wisdom, and love were shown to be all necessary 
for successful Christian work, neither would be 
sufficient without the others. Christ must become 
to us a personal Saviour, so that we can say from 
heartfelt experience, ‘“‘ He is mine, and 1 am His.” 
Touching instances were given of the conversion 
of children in early years. We were exhorted to 
show our love tor our friends now, while we have 
them with us;—to “ break the alabaster box.’ Fer- 
vent prayer, with thanksgiving ascended to the 
throne of grace at each session. The meetings 
for business were conducted in harmony. A tem- 
perance meeting and conference on Bible-school 
and missionary work, also one evening meeting 
for worship were held. Some of the aged fathers 
= mothers were with us and the little children 
also. 

I believe it has been a time of refreshing to 
many hearts, and that some seed has fallen on 
good ground. While we love and honor the 
workers we will give the glory to the Lord of the 
harvest. E. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 





VERMILION QUARTERLY MEETING for Ministry 
and Oversight, Illinois, held a very interesting ses- 
sion on Sixth-day, Fifth month r1th ; and the regu- 
lar meeting occurred on the next day. William S. 
Wooton, the superintendent of the pastoral and 
evangelistic work for the third district of Western 
Yearly Meeting, was present. His charge com- 
prises Bloomingdale, Vermilion, Thorntown, and 
Chicago Quarters. Exum T. Cox was present with 
credentials from Coloma Monthly Meeting, Ind.; 
John M. Hodson, of New Garden Monthly Meeting, 
Ind., was also in attendance. The meeting opened 
with a season of fervent prayer that the Master of 
assemblies would take charge of us, and use us, 
individually and collectively, for His own glory. 
We reverently believe that the prayers were an- 
swered in the disposal of the various subjects 
under consideration. The report of the commit- 
tee on raising funds for the building of a new 
Quarierly Meeting house wasrather discouraging, 
owing to the failure of the wheat crop in this sec- 
tion; but the committee was continued, under the 
prevailing opinion that the house must be built. 

Fairview Monthly Meeting requested that a 
new Monthly Meeting by the name of Friends’ 
Grove be set up at Friends’ Grove. A committee 
was appointed to visit the Monthly and Prepara- 
tives and report to next meeting. The Visiting 
Committee of the Vermilion Academy report 
that satisfactory advancement has been made in 
moral and literary education there. 

Meetings for worship were held on First-day, 
both morning and afternoon, Wm. S. Wooton 
was enabled to preach the Gospel clearly, and, as 
we believe, to deliver the message that the Master 
designed for this church, There was much earnest 
prayer, exhortation, and singing of praise. An 
encouraging feature was the large number of tes- 
timonies given to the reality of holiness as a 
Christian experience, and about half of the con-: 
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gregation expressed a renewed determination to 
live consecrated lives. 

The former pupils of the Academy held their 
quarterly reunion on Seventh-day evening. The 
attendance was large; and the main school-room 
was filled. Arrangements were made for in. 
creasing the library of the Academy, On Second. 
day the Bible School Conference was held, and 
interesting and encouraging reports from nine 
schools were received. A good essay, by Florence 
Newlin, on “ The Advantages of Teachers’ Meet. 
ings,” was read. 

A spirited address on “ The Use and Abuse of 
Lesson Leaves” was made by Theodore Reynolds, 

Then a paper on “ The Bible-School as a Safe. 
guard against Infidelity and Apostasy ” was read 
by the writer. Cyrus LINDLEy, 
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Programme of Conference of the Educa- 
tional Association of Friends of America, 
to be held at Earlham College, Richmond, 
Ind., Sixth mo. 27th, 28th, and 29th, 
188s. 





Ist. Devotional Exercises, 

2nd. Report of Officers. 

To what extent is uniformity in the arrange- 
ment of courses of study and the classification of 
pupils in the various educational institutions of 
Friends desirable, and by what means can such 
uniformity be best attained ?—Wm, B, Morgan, 
of Penn College, Oskaloosa, Lowa. 

Discussion on the above opened by Isaac 
Sharpless, of Haverford College, Pennsylvania, 

Endowments—Francis T. King, Baltimore, Md, 

Discussion opened by Charles Hutchinson, Os. 
kaloosa, Iowa, 

Bryn Mawr—Dr. James E. Rhoads, Phila, 
Penna. 

Conscience in Education—Dr, William Nichol- 
son, Lawrence, Kan. 

Discussion on same opened by Thomas K, 
Brown, Westtown, Pa. 

Reference Books and Authorities—Allen C. 
Thomas, Haverford Col., Pa. 

Additional remarks by Eli Jay, Earlham Col- 
lege, Richmond, Ind. : 

Are the methods now generally used in Pri- 
mary Education in harmony with the order of 
Mind Development ?—Mattie C, Dennis, Bloom- 
ingdale, Ind. ' 

Discussion of same opened by Sarah Marbl? 
Woonsocket,.R. I. 

Industrial Education of Women—Philip C. 
Garrett, Phila., Penna. 

Discussion, Elizabeth T. King, Baltimore, Md, 

The most practical course of study for Friends 
High Schools and Academies—L, L, Hobbs, 
New Garden, N. C. 

Discussion by Israel P. Hole, Damascus, Ohio. 

The necessity of Friends maintaining their own 
denominational schools—Tnomas Kimber, Rich- 
mond Hill, Long Island, N. York. 

Discussion on above by B. C. Hobbs, Bloom- 
ingdale, Ind, 

The Teacher of the Future—Pres. Thomas 
Chase, Haverford College, Pa. . 

School Hygiene— Dr. Henry Hartshorne, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

Dr. Erastus Test, Plainfield, Ind. 
No paper to exceed twenty minutes in length. 
Conference to commence at 9 A. M. on Fourth 
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day, Sixth mo. ae a senectay of ITEMS. 

ing at noon on Sixth-day, the 29th. at 
yO College Commencement exercises will| MANY HAVE SUPPOSED that the Roman Catho- 
occur on Third-day, Sixth mo, 26th, at 9 A. M. lic Church was making strenuous efforts to win 

Regular Excursion rates may be secured at over the negroes of the South, and that its cere- 
any station on the Pittsburg, Cin. and St. L, Rail- | Monial and appeal to the senses would make it 
way and its leased lines by applying to Timothy | 2S successful with them as it has been among the 
Nicholson, Richmond, Ind., (inclosing a postage | POOT and ignorant generally. 5 
samp,) for an order upon which the local agent The following statement from the American 
yill sell a round trip ticket to Richmond, Missionary Magasine, indicates in part the 

If reduced rates on other railroads can be se- | Strength of that body in the South : 
cured, notice of the same will be given in Friends’| “The Catholic Directory for 1882 reports for 
Review and Christian Worker. the Archdiocese of Baltimore 1 academy for 

. . . colored girls with 60 pupiis, and 4 other schools 
J. J. Mills, Indianapolis, Ind., with 69 ihe 1 : Aa f N 
T. Nicholson, Richmond, “ 3 PUpets; total, 733; ArcHciocess GF New 
Philip C. Garrett, Philadelphia, Pa. Orleans, 7 schools, 330 pupils; Archdiocese of 
ave eae St. Louis, 1 school, 120 pupils; Diocese of Louis- 
Jehu H, Stewart, Minneapolis, Minn., ‘lle. 6 school i is: Di f Natch 
Allen C, Thomas, Haverford Col., Pa., Vides, © Seeeers dae Gees Senne ee 
Charles Bi. Cosi, La Geel tone 3 schools, 80 pupils; Diocese of Natchitoches, 2 
Mary W Theenss Baltimore Md schools, 40 pupils; Diocese of Savannah, 2 
;  Evetuliee Committee schools, 75 pupils; Diocese of St. Augustine, 6 
* |schools, number of pupils not given. Total 
—t schools, 30; pupils reported, 1,730.” 
RURAL. | The negro accepts the religion as he does the 
language, habits and manners of the country 
| use thousands of bushels of wood ashes, | Where he makes his home. While this is in one 
spreading them on the top of the ground after sense a sign of weakness, it is a source of power, 
plowing, and harrowing them in, and the result A common religion overcomes, to a certain point, 
is always satisfactory. I also use all the hen : Face hostilities, The African has a genius for 
manure I can get, having some years as much as | ™aking his home anywhere. He has even more 
seventy-five barrels, nearly all of them either | 24aptation than the Anglo-Saxon. This makes 
sugar or salt barrels, and, after trying many ex-| him impressible; he is a permanent and more 
periments, have settled down to the following as | #94 more important factor in the world’s history. 
about the best : A barrel of the manure is emptied |, His readiness to do menial work, of which there 
out on dry and hard ground and worked over | !S 4, vast deal to be done in the world, makes him 
with shovels or six-tined forks until it is dry, and |!" demand everywhere, and gives him a stepping 
then about three barrels of fine dry earth is| Stone for higher things whenever he has the talent 
mixed with it, and all worked over together until 24 push for it, = 
no one would know by scent or handle what it is.|, Negro Catholics are mainly in Louisiana and 
The largest crop of potatoes I ever saw was ma-|i0 Maryland, where they fell into the hands of 
nured with one large single handful of this prepa- | the Romanists. They have a fine and attractive 
ration in each hill. The land was in good con-| Cathedral in Washington, and have made a vigor- 
diion and the crop well cared for; but these US but not very successful effort in Richmond, 
alone would not account for the enormous yield ;| Va, as well as in other places. In the anti- 
at the rate of 640 bushels per acre. The effect | Catholic movement, the whites make common 
on corn is about equally good. The above may | C@use with the blacks, The South is intensely 
sem like a laborious preparation of this very | Protestant; its population is more truly Ameri- 
valuable manure, but I know it pays. Plant-|¢@" than that of the North, and the influence of 
food must be reduced to either a liquid or gaseous | the Catholic priest on its political system is far 
form before it is in proper condition to be appro- | less serious now and prospectively than in the 
priated ; hence the more finely it is pulverized | dense and mixed elements of that of the North.— 
and the more thoroughly incorporated with the | So«¢hern Workman. 
soil, the nearer ready for immediate use, other | CUNEIFORM WRITING was in use in Asia pre- 
conditions being equal. I am satisfied that farmers | vious to the time of Alexander the Great, in 
often lose heavily by not having all manure in a| those countries which the Euphrates and the 
good state of preparation for the growing crops. | Tigris drain, and also in the western and the 
Itshould be in such a condition that it is readily | southwestern part of what is now called Persia. 
available, and at such times as the plants most |So remote is. the civilization that flourished in 
need it.— FM. Smith, in The Tribune. | these valleys that Xenophon describes the ruins 
where the ten thousand encamped as being those 
of an ancient city. 

GEORGIA.—The Savannah Mews in a recent The name of cuneiform (Latin cuneus, wedge) 
editorial referring to the progress of the cause of | has been given to the writing on account of the 
temperance in that State says: ‘The temperance | shape of its characters, which is that of a double 
cause in Georgia has been quietly conducted,| wedge. The French employed the same term, 
but the results of the work done.are so striking as ; but the Germans have formed a compound of 
0 attract wide attention elsewhere. A surprising | their own, Keilschrift, which has the same mean- 
feature of the movement is the fact that where |ing. Other terms proposed from time to time, but 
the traffic has been abolished or-curtailed it has| without finding much favor, are arrow-headed, 
been effected with a degree of spontaneity | nail-headed (French téte-A-clou), and Spheno- 
upon the part of voters not witnessed in other | gram (from Greek Sphen, wedge). This writing 
sections,” (the different kinds of which we shall mention 
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hereafter) is found upon high rocks which have 
been smoothed, frequently accompanied by figures. 

For example, the Persian inscriptions at Behis- 
tun have portraitures of Darius, four attendants 
and nine captives bound. A tenth captive is rep- 
resented as lying upon his back with his hands 
raised suppliantly. This writing, with and with- 
out drawings, is also found on bricks, cylinders, 
and tablets of clay, on stones and alabaster; in 
a word, everything seems to have been called 
into service, that these marks, for ages afterwards 
inexplicable, might be cut or impressed there- 
upon. Excavations at Nineveh, Babylon and 
elsewhere have brought to ght many such speci- WHAT THE TRAVELER SAID AT 
mens. As with us printing and writing vary in SUNSET. .- 
size according to the end desired, so there is 
cuneiform writing, of which the wedges are sev- 
eral inches in length, and, on the other hand, it is 
sometimes so fine that the naked eye cannot dis- 
cern the separate characters. The writer exam- 
ined this second kind as found upon a cylinder 
brought from Babylon. This cylinder was made 
of black clay, and was one inch long and three- 
fourths of an inch in diameter. There was a hole 
through it lengthwise. Perhaps it had been sus- 
pended from the neck as a charm; and this 
seems to be indicated by the translation of the 
inscription, which was, according to George Smith, 
as follows: “The seal (or amulet) of a man 
named Kizirtu, son of the woman Satumaui, be- 
longing to the family of Ishtar and Nana” The 
characters on soft substances were made by press- 
ing one corner of the stilus upon the material and What space shall awe, what brightness blind 
drawing it along gradually towards the surface,— os : 
W. O. Sproull. What thunder-roll of music stun? 

- oc iacticrinaas What vast processions sweep before me 
NEW PERIODICALS. Of shapes unknown beneath the sun? 










number of men of greater or less distinction, 
While most of these are such as reasonably 
interest the general public, on account of their 
character, or the place they have had in the 
world's progress, two or three of them are so strik. 
ingly wanting in valid claims for such promi. 
nence, as-to suggest the possibility of their hay. 
ing a commercial relation to the publication, If 
this be not the case, we cannot greatly commend 
the judgment of the editor in his selection of sub. 
jects; although the sketches themselves are fairly 
well written. 
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BY JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER. 
The shadows grow and deepen round me; 
I feel the dew-fall in the air; —_ 
The muezzin of the darkening thicket 
I hear the night-thrush call to prayer. 


The evening wind is sad with farewells, 
And loving hands unclasp from mine ; 
Alone I go to meet the darkness 
Across an awful boundary-line. 


As from the lighted hearths behind me 
I pass with slow, reluctant feet, 

What waits me in the land of strangeness? 
What face shall smile, what voice shall greet? 


. P : ; I shrink from unaccustomed glory, 

We have received the following, all of which I dread the myriad-voicéd strain ; 
are in the early numbers of their commencing Give me the unforgotten faces, 
volumes: 


nes speak again, 

Mastery : Useful Pastimes for Young People ; nee : 
Illustrated. A Weekly Magazine, New York. 
Subjects announced are, Home Handicrafts, 
Household Affairs, Rural Occupations, Industrial 
Arts, Amateur Mechanics, Experimental Science. 


This is a well-printed and agreeably illustrated 


He will not chide my mortal yearning 
Who is our Brother and our Friend, 

In whose full life divine and human 
The heavenly and the earthly blend. 


publication, conveying a great deal of informa-| Mine be the joy of saactynm me aR ai 
tion in a lively, interesting manner. It ought to The sense of spiritual strength renewed, 
be capable of good service in substituting, with | The reverence for the pure and holy, 
intelligent boys (and girls too), the “slang and The dear delight of doing good. 
trash” literature with which, in some places, they | ‘ a eed 
bead ; P | No fitting ear is mine to listen 

ao ere An endless anthem’s rise and fall ; 

lectva: A Belles Lettres Monthly for Young N ica ciian, te alan pentane 
People, Louisville, Kentucky. This is edited by The t a oe eal that ao well 
two ladies, said to have already had much ex- Spee Jasp ; 


perience in literary work, For a frontispiece, it 
has an engraving, full page, of “ Washington 
Irving and his Friends.” The contents of the 
“Monthly” are varied; original and selected | 
articles in prose and verse, such as may give | 
pleasure to those who have (as we have not) 
leisure to read them all. Were there no other 
literary monthhes, or only one or two issued in 
America, the way to success with such an enter- | 
prise might not be difficult. As it is, the editors’ df 
chosen motto, “ Excelsior,” shows that they are | | go to find my lost and mourned for 
determined to succeed with it. Safe in Thy sheltering goodness still, 

The Biographer is an illustrated magazine, | And all that hope and faith = 
published ‘at 23 Park Row, New York. Its; | Made perfect in Thy holy will! 
pages are occupied with short accounts of a —Independent. 


What matter if I never know 
Why Aldebaran’s star is ruddy 
Or colder Sirius white as snow ! 





Forgive my human words, O Father! 
I go Thy larger truth to prove; _ 
Thy mercy shall transcend my longing : 
I seek but love, and Thou art Love! 








For love must needs be more than knowledge: 








